Molly Ierulli
The Epic Tradition COLT (#TBD)
Meeting time: MWF 1-1:50
Email: molly_ierulli@brown.edu
Office: Prospect House 211
Office hours: TBD

Pre-Requisites: None

Course description: This course will engage with the epic tradition from its origins in the ancient eastern Mediterranean to the early modern period.  Epic, as the earliest genre and example of ancient literature in the Western canon, is foundational to our ideas of literature and our myths of society, national identity, and aspirational achievement.  In this course we will read Gilgamesh, the earliest Near Eastern epic, the Iliad, the Aeneid, and selections from the Odyssey, the epics that formed the cores of ancient Greek and Roman literature, as well as medieval and early modern epics (Inferno, Paradise Lost) that draw on these rich and influential traditions.

Delivery methods: Some lectures, much discussion. 

Learning goals:
That students will become familiar with an important and influential genre, the epic.
That students will observe the development of the epic in the Western canon over time and in diverse geographical environments.
That students will read and understand some of the most widely known and culturally significant texts in the epic tradition.

Course hours and expectations: approximately 180 hours
Class meetings 			38 hours
Weekly class  preparation:  	9 hours/week  x 14 weeks = 126 hours
Essay 1 estimated			6 hours
Essay 2 estimated			10 hours

Accessibility and accommodations:
Brown University is committed to full inclusion of all students. Please inform me early in the term if you may require accommodations or modification of any of course procedures. You may speak with me after class, during office hours, or by appointment. If you need accommodations around online learning or in classroom accommodations, please be sure to reach out to Student Accessibility Services (SAS) for their assistance (sas@brown.edu, 401-863-9588). Undergraduates in need of short-term academic advice or support can contact an academic dean in the College by emailing college@brown.edu. Graduate students may contact one of the deans in the Graduate School by emailing graduate_school@brown.edu.

Attendance policies: Class attendance is expected.

Grading policy:
One page paper: 10%
Short midterm paper: 30%
Proposal for final paper: 10%
Final paper: 35%
Class attendance and participation 15%

Course materials and costs:
Texts:
Myths from Mesopotamia (13.95)
Homer, Iliad
Homer, Odyssey
Apollonius, Argonautica (13.95)
Vergil, Aeneid
Dante, Inferno
Milton, Paradise Lost

Costs: minimum 28.00 – other texts available online on BruKnow.  I will order hard copy for those who prefer it.

Attendance policies: Class attendance is expected.
.

Academic integrity:
Academic Integrity: Academic achievement is evaluated on the basis of work that a student produces independently. A student who obtains credit for work, words, or ideas that are not the produces of his or her own effort is dishonest and in violation of Brown’s Academic Code. Such dishonesty undermines the integrity of academic standards of the University. Infringement of the Academic Code entails penalties ranging from reprimand to suspension, dismissal, or expulsion from the University.” (The Academic Code 5).   

Any violation of the above statement will be understood as an act of academic dishonesty and will be handled according to the policies detailed in Brown University’s Academic Code. Plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty may result in a grade of N/C for this course as well as other penalties. Questions or concerns about academic integrity should be raised with the instructor prior to submitting an assignment. 

Attendance policies:  Class attendance is expected.  More than two absences in a row should have some documentation of acceptable reason. 

Week 1 	Introduction to ancient Near Eastern Epic

	Sept	W  6 	Introduction

		F  8	Gilgamesh to end of Forest Journey

Week 2	From the Near East to Homer’s Iliad

		M 11 	Gilgamesh concluded

		W 13	Odyssey 5-7

		F 15 	Odyssey 8-10

Week 3	Odyssey continued

		M 18 	Odyssey 11-13

		W 20 	Odyssey 19-21

		F 22	Odyssey 22-23

Week 4	Odyssey continued

	M 25	Odyssey 24

W 27	Iliad 1-3

F 29 	Iliad 4-6


Week 5 Oct	Homer transition: Back to the Future Past

M  1	Iliad 7-9

		W  3	Iliad 10-12

		F   5	Iliad 13-15

Week 6	Iliad continued
		
M  9	Indigenous Peoples’ Day – no class

		W 11	Iliad 16-18

F 13	Iliad 19-2: 1st paper due (4-6 pp.)

Week 7	From Homer’s Heroes to Jason: Hellenistic Greek Epic
		
M 16	Iliad 22-23

W 18 	Iliad 24

F 20	Argonautica 1

Week 8	Argonautica continued

	M 23	Argonautica 2

W 25	Argonautica 3

F 27	Argonautica 4

Week 9	Roman Epic

	M 30	Aeneid	1-2

Nov 	W  1	Aeneid 3-4

	F  3	Aeneid 5-6

Week 10	Roman epic continued

	M  6	Aeneid 7-8: proposal for final paper due (2-3 pp suggested)

	W 8	Aeneid 9-10

F 10	Aeneid 11-12	


Week 11	Dante 

M 13	Inferno Cantos 1-7

W 15	Inferno Cantos 8-14

F 17	Inferno Cantos 15-21


Week 12	Dante continued

	M 20	Inferno Cantos 22-28:2nd paper due (8-12 pp.)

	W 22	Thanksgiving – no class

F 24	Thanksgiving – no class

Week 13	Dante to Milton

	M 27	Inferno Cantos 29-34

W 29	Paradise Lost Book 1

Dec 	F   1	Paradise Lost Book 2	


Week 14	Journey’s end

	M  4	Modern readings (Auden, Tennyson, Yeats)

	W  6	Last class: Review and summary








	

