EDUC 1020: History of American Education
Brown University, Fall 2019


Instructor:	Dr. Lindsey Elizabeth Jones
Instructor contact:	Email: lindsey_jones@brown.edu; phone: (401) 863-3821
Class:	Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9am-10:20am in Friedman Hall 208
Office Hours:	Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10:45am-12:30pm, on the second floor of 164 Angell St. Sign up for an appointment on Google Calendar using your Brown Gmail account.

Course Description

This course is an introduction to the major themes and broad concerns animating the history of American education. The central question that scholars in EDUC 1020 will consider as we examine the trajectory of public education is: How have Americans historically conceived of, constructed, and contested relationships between education and citizenship? We will investigate this question by examining the development and transformation of K-12 public schooling in America.

The first segment of the course focuses on the British colonial roots of American education, the educational landscape in the context of American independence, and the advent of public schooling in the nineteenth century. The second segment examines the efforts of Americans (including newly-freed African Americans and their descendants, former slaveholders, educators, and social reformers) to shape public schooling in light of the rapid social changes wrought both by the end of chattel slavery and by the forces of industrialization, urbanization, and immigration at the turn of the century. Lastly, the course examines Americans’ efforts to reform public schooling through grassroots social movements, litigation, and legislation in the post-WWII era. At each turn, we will attend to the following themes:

· the aims of education—the values, goals, and purposes of schooling as reflected in what schools teach and how they teach it; 
· school governance—how schools are controlled, who makes decisions, and whose interests are served; 
· equal educational opportunity—issues of access, inclusion, fairness, and opportunity as they have operated in different ways for different groups; 
· social functions of education—the role that schooling plays in promoting and maintaining capitalism, democracy, national interests, family and community, and equality and inequality among others.

Objectives:
· This course aims to introduce students to important themes and problems in the history of American education. Students will gain familiarity with the major historical figures, institutions, debates, and policy developments that have shaped K-12 education in the United States.
· This course also aims to introduce students to skills of historical thinking. At the end of this course, students will be able to analyze and contextualize primary sources; identify argument and interpretation in secondary sources; make and support arguments with evidence, orally and in writing; identify and think critically about change over time; and apply historical perspective and contextual thinking to contemporary education issues in useful and appropriate ways.

Methods:
· Course readings. The most important way in which students will learn in EDUC 1020 is by completing the primary and secondary source readings assigned for each class session. Course readings are the foundation for in-class activities, which will regularly include class discussion and may occasionally include low-stakes quizzes, primary source analysis, or other activities to be determined by the instructor. You will be required to do an average of 100 pages of reading per week.
· Lecture. Lectures and course readings are complementary. Lectures will provide a framework for understanding major themes and problems in the development of American education, and will help to situate course readings in the broader context of American history. 

Course Requirements:
1. Class participation and citizenship (10%). Good class citizenship does not mean simply talking in class. It means active listening, asking good questions, engaging with classmates, contributing in small group discussions, and participating in informed, meaningful ways to all of our class activities with an eye toward enriching our discussions and contributing to everyone’s learning. As part of this participation, I may ask for short pieces of writing during class or submitted in advance, including brief written responses, quizzes, discussion questions, or other short assignments. Good class participation and citizenship also requires careful preparation for class and faithful attendance; see the attendance policy.

2. Primary source paper (30%) due Monday, Sept. 31. You will write one 5-page paper based on required primary source readings. Details will be discussed in class.

3. Midterm Exam (30%). Thursday, Oct.17. There will be an in-class, open-note midterm exam with short answers and an essay. Details will be discussed in class.

4. Final Paper (30%) due Thursday, Dec. 19. Details will be discussed in class.

Course policies:

1. Laptops and Electronic devices. In order to ensure that our short time together is free from distractions, any electronic devices used in class should be used only for class purposes. Failure to follow this policy will negatively impact your participation grade. 

2. Late papers. Papers turned in after the deadline will be marked down a half grade (i.e., from B+ to B) immediately, and an additional half grade for every 24-hour period they are late, except in cases of documented medical or family emergencies. 

3. Academic accommodations. Brown University is committed to full inclusion of all students. Students who, by nature of a documented disability, require academic accommodations should register with the Student and Employee Accessibility Services (formally Disability Support Services) and contact me well in advance of exams or needed accommodations.

4. Attendance. Faithful attendance in class is expected. More than two absences will negatively impact your course citizenship grade. I don’t distinguish between excused and unexcused absences, so there is no need to notify me when you will miss class, unless you have an extended illness, family emergency, or other circumstances I should take into consideration.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Course Readings (subject to change):

Books will be available at Brown Bookstore, on 3 hour reserve at Rockefeller Library, and (in some cases) electronically via Brown University Library. They can also be ordered through InRhode or Interlibrary Loan for longer periods. If, after exhausting these sources, you are unable to locate a required text, please contact me. 

Adams, David Wallace. Education for Extinction: American Indians and the Boarding School Experience, 1875-1928. University of Kansas Press, 1995.
Kaestle, Carl F. Pillars of the Republic: Common Schools and American Society, 1780-1860. Hill and Wang, 1983.
Steffes, Tracy L. School, Society, & State: A New Education to Govern Modern America, 1890-1940. University of Chicago Press, 2012.
Additional documents and articles on Canvas

Course Schedule (subject to change):

Week 1
Thurs. 9/5	Course Introduction
No reading.

PART ONE: THE CREATION OF PUBLIC SCHOOLING

Week 2
Tues. 9/10	NO CLASS SESSION – please use time to read ahead
		

Thurs. 9/12	Education in the American Colonies and the Early Republic
John Rury, Education and Social Change, chapter 2
Carl Kaestle, Pillars of the Republic, chapter 1, pp 3-12

Week 3:
Tues. 9/17:	The Proliferation of Schools in the New Nation
Kaestle, Pillars of the Republic, chapter 2-3, pp 13-61.

Thurs. 9/19:	The Common School Movement: The Foundations of Public Education Systems
	Kaestle, Pillars of the Republic, chapters 4-6, pp. 62-135

Week 4:
Tues. 9/24:	Conflicts over the “Common” Schools: Race, Religion, and Assimilation
Kaestle, Pillars of the Republic, chapter 7, pp. 136-181
Petitions, Sumner brief, and decision in Roberts v. City of Boston (1844-1849) (9pp)
Petition of New York Catholics for share of the common school fund and responses (1840) (12pp)
Calvin Stowe and Daniel Drake, from Fifth Annual Meeting of the Western Literary Institute and College of Professional Teachers (1836), (4pp)

Thurs. 9/26:	The Development of Public Education in the South after the Civil War
James Anderson, “Ex-Slaves and the Rise of Universal Education in the South” from The Education of Blacks in the South, 1860-1935 (1988), pp. 4-32.
Booker T. Washington, “The Educational Outlook in the South,” National Education Association Journal of Proceedings and Addresses (1884) (4pp).
Ida Wells-Barnett, “Booker T. Washington and His Critics” World Today (1904) (5pp)

Recommended Reading:
Booker T. Washington, Up From Slavery (1901).

PART TWO: SYSTEMATIZATION AND REFORM, 1890-1945
Week 5:
Tues. 10/1:	A New Education for an Industrializing Nation
Tracy Steffes, School, Society, & State: A New Education to Govern Modern America, 1890-1940, intro, chap. 1-2, pp. 1-82
Recommended Reading:
Joseph Mayer Rice, The Public School System of the United States (1893)

Thurs. 10/3: Expanding the Aims and Authority of the Modern School
Steffes, School, Society, & State, chap. 3-5 and conclusion, pp. 83-209

Recommended Reading:
Edith Abbott and Sophonisba Breckenridge, Truancy and Non-Attendance in the Chicago Schools: A study of the Social Aspects of the Compulsory Education and Child Labor Legislation in Illinois (1917), chapters 1, 6-21.


Week 6:
Tues. 10/8:	Americanization, Civilization, and Indian Education
David Wallace Adams, Education for Extinction: American Indians and the Boarding School Experience, 1875-1928 (1995), pp. 5-59, 97-163, 239-269, 335-337.

Recommended Reading:
Me and Mine: The Life Story of Helen Sekaquaptewa as told to Louise Udall (1969)


Thurs. 10/10: The “Progressive” Reform of Race Relations: School Segregation
Edward Ayers, “In Black and White” from The Promise of the New South: Life After Reconstruction (1992), pp. 132-159.
Davison Douglas, “The Spread of Northern School Segregation, 1890-1940” from Jim Crow Moves North: The Battle over Northern School Segregation, 1865-1954 (2005): 123-166.
Ruben Donato, “Schooling in the Pre-Brown era” from The Other Struggle for Equal Schools: Mexican Americans during the Civil Rights Era (1997): 11-33.

Recommended Reading:
Doxey A. Wilkerson, Special Problems of Negro Education, Staff Study No. 12 Prepared for the Advisory Committee on Education (1939)


Week 7
Tues. 10/15	Schools as Mechanisms to Reform Society?
David Tyack and Elisabeth Hansot, “Maelstrom, 1929-1934” from Public Schools in Hard Times, pp 6-41.
George Counts, Dare the Schools Build a New Social Order? (1932)
Recommended Reading:
William Kilpatrick, ed., The Educational Frontier (1933)

Thurs. 10/17	In-class Midterm Exam


PART THREE: QUALITY AND EQUALITY IN THE NATION’S SCHOOLS, 1945-present

Week 8

Tues. 10/22:	The Cold War and Suburbanization Shape the Schools after WWII
JoAnne Brown, “A is for Atom, B is for Bomb: Civil Defense in American Public Education, 1948-1963” Journal of American History (1988): 68-90.
Jack Doughtery, “Shopping for Schools: How Public Education and Private Housing Shaped Suburban Connecticut,” Journal of Urban History (2012): 205-24.

Recommended Reading:
Arthur Bestor, Educational Wastelands: The Retreat from Learning (1953)

Thurs. 10/24:	No class


Week 9:

Tues. 10/29	Brown v. Board of Education and the Challenge of School Desegregation
Ryan, Five Miles Away, A World Apart, chapter 1.
Brown v. Board of Education, 347 U.S. 483 (1954)
“De Facto Segregation in the Chicago Public Schools: A Report from the Chicago Branch of the NAACP,” Crisis (1958): 87-93, 126-7.
Little Rock segment from Eyes on the Prize video (first 30 minutes).

Recommended Reading:
Melba Pattillo Beales, Warriers Don’t Cry: A Searing Memoir of the Battle to Integrate Little Rock’s Central High School (1994).


Thurs 10/31	The Complexities of School Desegregation, South and North
Ryan, Five Miles Away, A World Apart, chapter 2.
U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, excerpt from Racial Isolation in the Schools (1967) Martha Minow, “What Brown Awakened,” in In Brown’s Wake: Legacies of America’s
Educational Landmark (2010): 5-32.

Recommended Reading:
U.S. Comm. on Civil Rights, Statement on Metropolitan School Desegregation (1977).

Week 10:

Tues. 11/5:	Alternate Strategies for Equity: Finance Reform and Community Control
Ryan, Five Miles Away, A World Apart, chapters 3-4.
“Viva La Raza!: The Struggle of the Mexican-American People” (1974) (3pp).
 (
1
)

Russell Rickford, “Community Control and the Struggle for Black Education in the 1960s,” in We Are an African People: Independent Education, Black Power, and the Radical Imagination (2016): 23-45.

Recommended Reading:
Mario T. Garcia and Sal Castro, Blowout!: Sal Castro and the Chicano Study for Educational Justice (2011).


Thurs. 11/7: Defining Equal Educational Opportunity After Brown: Gender, Disability,
Language
“Is Full Inclusion of Disabled Students Desirable?” from Taking Sides: Clashing Views on Educational Issues, pp. 231-247.
Lau v. Nichols, 414 U.S. 563 (1974)
Rothstein, “Bilingual Education: The Controversy” from The Jossey-Bass Reader on School Reform, 218-232.
Martha Minow, “Making Waves: Schooling and Disability, Sexual Orientation, Religion, and Economic Class,” In Brown’s Wake, pp. 69-95.

Recommended Reading:
U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, “A Better Chance to Learn: Bilingual Bicultural Education,” May 1975.

Week 11:

Tues. 11/12:	The Rights Revolution in the Schools
Gael Graham, “Flaunting the Freak Flag: Karr v. Schmidt and the Great Hair Debate in American High Schools, 1965-1975” Journal of American History (2004): 522- 543.
Tinker v. Des Moines (1969) (11pp)
Wisconsin v. Yoder (1971)

Thurs. 11/14: Thanksgiving – no class.


Week 12:
Tues. 11/19	Religion, Parents Rights, and the Schools in Post-WWII America
James Fraser, “Culture Wars, Creationism, and the Reagan Revolution” from Between Church and State: Religion and Public Education in a Multicultural America (1999), pp. 155-182.
Charles Glenn, “Curriculum in the Public Schools: Can Compromise be Reached?”
Christian Century (1987): 441-443.
Editorials and Letters to the Editor on Engle v. Vitale, 1962

Thurs. 11/21	A Nation at Risk: A Crisis of School Failure?
Commission on Excellence in Education, A Nation at Risk (1983)
Excerpt. Bastian, et. al, Choosing Equality: The Case for Democratic Schooling (1985) Excerpt, David Berliner and Bruce Biddle, The Manufactured Crisis (1995)


Week 13
Tues. 11/26:	Standards, Accountability, and the Changing Contours of State and Federal Policy
“Can Federal Initiatives Rescue Failing Schools?” from Taking Sides: Clashing Views on Educational Issues, pp. 112-126.
Diane Ravitch, The Death and Life of the Great American School System: How Testing and Choice are Undermining Education (2010), chaps. 2,6, pp. 15-30, 93-112.

Thurs 11/28	School Choice: Charter Schools and Vouchers
Ryan, Five Miles Away, A World Apart, chapters 5 and 8.
John Chubb, “Making Schools Better: Choice and Educational Improvement” (1989) 6pp)
Deborah Meier, “Choice Can Save Public Education” (1991) (6pp.) Barbara Miner, “Why I Don’t Vouch for Vouchers” (1995) (4pp) Marc Bernstein, “Why I’m Wary of Charter Schools” (1999) (6pp.)
Howard Fuller, “The Continuing Struggle for School Choice” (2004) (4pp.)


Week 14

Tues 12/3	Course conclusion and review: what can the history of education tell us about schools today?
Thurs 12/5	Course conclusion and review: what can the history of education tell us about schools today?



