Sociology 1270
Race, Class, and Ethnicity

Instructor: José Itzigsohn 
Email: Jose_Itzigsohn@Brown.edu 
Office hours: Mondays and Fridays 3 to 4.
Course Description 
The goal of this course is to study how racism and colonialism made the world in which we live and what implications that has for our lives today. The key concepts that structure the course are racialized modernity, racial and colonial capitalism, settler colonialism, institutional and structural racism, and the racialized self. Throughout this course we will discuss the historical construction of the present and our everyday lives. Two important things about the course: First, the course emphasizes long term historical processes, as the analysis of the present is rooted in the understanding of history. Second, the course takes a critical perspective inspired by the sociology of W. E. B. Du Bois and contemporary decolonial thinkers. 

The course is divided into three parts. The first part covers basic theoretical concepts concerning the social, historical, and cultural construction of race and modernity. This part of the course emphasizes the links between racialized modernity and coloniality. The second part analyzes the contemporary institutions that perpetuate different forms of racial inequality. This part of the course looks at the mechanisms through which racial inequality is maintained in different institutional spheres, specifically, the education system, policing, the justice system, and the labor market. The third part of the course discusses the concepts of culture, identity, and subjectivity and looks at how racialized identities and subjectivities are formed. This part of the course discusses the connections between lived experience, subjectivity, and anti-racist and anti-colonial projects. 
Course Objectives:
By the end of this course students will be able to:
1. Participate as an informed discussants in public sphere conversations about how racism and colonialism constructed the modern world.

2. Reflect together with their peers about how large historical structures, such as the color line, affected their own lives.
3. Identify the ways in which institutions perpetuate racial and class inequality in the United States. 
4. Apply a critical sociological lens when they think about current events and interactions.

Expectations:
This is a lecture course that includes an active participation and discussion component. Every Monday I will lecture on the topics of the week, and on Wednesdays and Fridays we will have discussions of the readings and/or discussions of the implications of the concepts learned on our lives. These discussions will combine whole class conversations and small class deliberations. The discussions will also be continued online. In other words, the course will combine lectures with a lot of discussion and student participation. Students are expected to read the materials and come to class ready to discuss them. Students are also expected to lead some of the discussion meetings. 
The course has weekly assignments. There are no midterms or finals or final papers. Instead, there are smaller weekly assignments. Students are expected to be involved in the course continuously throughout the semester. Most of the assignments are individual assignments, but there is also a group assignment (a policy memo). The final grade is the sum of the weekly assignments, so students will be able to know at every moment how they are doing in the course. Also, there is a minimum number of classes that students need to attend to pass the course, and a minimum number of classes students need to attend to get an A in the course. 

Grading and Evaluation Criteria: 
The grade will be based on weekly class assignments and class participation. There are five types of weekly assignments:

1. Commentaries on discussion board: you are expected to post a short comment (no longer than 350 words) relating to the readings for that week and you are also expected to respond to at least one other student. Each response is worth 3 points (2 points for your response and 1 point for a comment on another student response). 
2. Responses to the readings: you are expected to write a response to one of the class readings for that week. These comments should not be longer than 400 words. Each response is worth 4 points. A template for these responses will be provided.
3. Long essays: you are expected to write two longer essays (1000 words each) addressing questions discussed in the class. Each of these essays is worth 20 points. 
4. Book review: you are expected to write a book review on one of the four books discussed in weeks 7 to 10. The book review is worth 15 points. A template for the book review will be provided.
5. Policy memo: you are expected to write, together with your discussion group, a policy memo on how to undo institutional racism in one of the areas discussed in the class. The policy memo is worth 15 points. 
Grade:
Discussion board commentaries (6 commentaries, 3 points each): 18 points.
Discussions of weekly readings (3 discussions, 4 points each): 12 points.
Book review: 15 points.

Long essays (2 long essays: 20 points each): 40 points.
Group policy memo: 15 points.
Total: 100 points.

Grade criteria: The final grade will be the sum of all your weekly assignments and will be decided in the following way:
A: 81-100
B: 61-80
C: 41-60
NC: <40
Guidelines for Class Participation
1. Respect others’ rights to hold opinions and beliefs that differ from your own. Challenge or criticize the idea, not the person.

2. Listen carefully to what others are saying even when you disagree with what is being said. Comments that you make (asking for clarification, sharing critiques, expanding on a point, etc.) should reflect that you have paid attention to the speaker’s comments.

3. Be courteous. Don’t interrupt or engage in private conversations while others are speaking.

4. Support your statements. Use evidence and provide a rationale for your points.

5. Allow everyone the chance to talk. If you have much to say, try to hold back a bit; if you are hesitant to speak, look for opportunities to contribute to the discussion.

6. If you are offended by something or think someone else might be, speak up and don't leave it for someone else to have to respond to it.

Accommodations 
Brown University is committed to full inclusion of all students. Please inform me early in the term if you have a disability or other conditions that might require accommodations or modification of any of these course procedures. You may email me at any time or speak with me during office hours. For more information, please contact Student and Employee Accessibility Services at 401-863-9588 or SEAS@brown.edu. Students in need of short-term academic advice or support can contact one of the deans in the Dean of the College office. 
Time commitment:
You are expected to commit an average of 14 hours per week, for a total of 180 hours for the whole semester. Of course, the time commitment will be different for different students. 
Books: 

· Chin, Margaret. Stuck: Why Asian Americans Don’t Reach the Top of the Corporate Ladder. NYU Press (hardcover $28, kindle edition $15.12). Library online version available
· Gonzalez van Cleve, Nicole. Crook County: Racism and Injustice in America’s Largest Criminal Court. Stanford University Press (paperback is $16, and Kindle edition is $12). Library online version available.
· Itzigsohn, Jose and Karida Brown. 2020. The Sociology of W.E.B. Du Bois. New York University Press (Paperback $28, Kindle $17.64). Library online version available.
· Lewis, Amanda and John Diamond. 2015. Despite the Best Intentions. Oxford University Press (paperback from $29.93, kindle edition is $9.99). Library online version available.
· Vitale, Alex. The End of Policing. Verso. (paperback $11.49, kindle edition $9.99). Library online version available.
Part I. Racialized Modernity
Week 1 (9/8,10) – Introduction 
Wednesday: Introduction 
Friday: Discussion of Aldon Morris’ essay: Sociological Promise in the Age of Crisis
Week 2 (9/13,15,17) – A Du Boisian Sociology of Race
Monday: Lecture on Du Bosian Sociology

Wednesday: Discussion of the Preface, Introduction and ch. 3 of The Sociology of W. E. B. Du Bois.

Friday: Discussion of Waldstreicher, David. "The Hidden Stakes of the 1619 Controversy (Links to an external site.)." Boston Review.
Readings: 

Itzigsohn and Brown. 2020. Preface, Introduction, and Ch. 3 (“Du Bois Urban and Community Research Program”)
Assignment: Commentary on discussion board: How and why is history relevant to understanding the present?
Week 3 (9/20,22,24) – The Social Construction of Race
Monday: Lecture on the social construction of race (read Du Bois, “The Concept of Race”).
Wednesday: Discussion of Bonilla Silva’ article.
Friday: Discussion of McKay’s article (read also “The Native Scholar Who Wasn’t https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/25/magazine/cherokee-native-american-andrea-smith.html?smid=tw-share). 
Readings: 

Bonilla Silva, Eduardo. (2020). “What Makes Systemic Racism Systemic.” Sociological Inquiry, Jan. 2021.
Du Bois W.E.B. “The Concept of Race” in Dusk of Dawn
McKay, Dwanna. 2020. “Real Indians: Policing or Protecting Authentic Indigenous Identity?” Sociology of Race and Ethnicity. 
Assignment: Commentary on discussion board: How is race constructed and reproduced?
Week 4 (9/27,29, 10/1) – The historical structure of racialized modernity
Monday: Lecture on racial capitalism and settler colonialism
Wednesday: Discussion of Itzigsohn’s and Brown’s chapter
Friday: Discussion of Evely Nakano Glenn’s and McKay et al.,’s article
Readings:
Itzigsohn and Brown, The Sociology of W. E. B Du Bois, ch. 2 ("Racial and Colonial Capitalism). 

Glenn, Evelyn Nakano. 2015. “Settler Colonialism as Structure: A Framework for Comparative Studies of U.S. Race and Gender Formation.” Sociology of Race and Ethnicity, Vol. 1(1) 52 –72.
McKay, Dwanna, Kristen Vinyeta and Kari Marie Norgaard. 2020. “Theorizing race and settler colonialism within U.S. Sociology.” Sociology Compass
Assignment: Discussion of the concepts of racial and colonial capitalism and settler colonialism.

Week 5 (10/4,6,8) – Modernity/Coloniality and Culture
Monday: Lecture on the link between modernity and coloniality.
Wednesday: Discussion of Quijano’s article.
Friday: Discussion of Hall’s article.
Readings: Quijano, Anibal. “Coloniality and Modernity/Rationality.” Cultural Studies Vol. 21, Nos. 2 -3 March/May 2007, pp. 168 -178
Hall, Stuart, “The West and the Rest: Discourse and Power.”

Assignment: First long essay on the global and historical construction of racialized modernity.

Week 6 (10/13,15) – Whiteness

Monday: Holiday

Wednesday: Lecture on Whiteness (read Du Bois “The White World” and Blumer essay). 
Friday: Discussion of Mueller’s article

Readings: 

Blumer, Herbert, “Racial Prejudice as a Sense of Group Position (1955),” (in OCRA)

Mueller, Jennifer C. 2017. "Producing Colorblindness: Everyday Mechanisms of White Ignorance." Social Problems ​64(2):219-238

Du Bois, WEB "The White World,” ch. 6 in Dusk of Dawn
Assignment: Discussion of Mueller’s reading.
Part II: Institutional Racism
Week 7 (10/18,20,22) – Racism in the Education System
Monday: Lecture on race and organizations.

Wednesday: Discussion of Lewis and Diamond’s book.
Friday: Discussion of tracking in education.
Reading:

Amanda Lewis and John Diamond’s book, Despite the Best Intentions.

Assignment: commentary on discussion board: Was your experience similar to that described in the book (or book review).
Week 8 (10/25,27,29) – Racism in the Justice System

Monday: Lecture on racism and incarceration. 

Wednesday: Discussion of Crook County.

Friday: Discussion of reforming the justice system.
Readings:

Nicole Gonzalez van Cleve’s Crook County
Assignment: commentary on discussion board: does the justice system delivers justice? If your answer is not, why do we accept the situation? (or book review)

Week 9 (11/1,3,5) – Racism and Policing

Monday: Lecture on policing and structural racism.

Wednesday: Discussion on Vitale’s book
Friday: Discussion on changing policing.
Readings: 

Vitale, Alex. The End of Policing.

Assignment: commentary on discussion board: how can we build safe communities? (or book review)
Week 10 (11/8,10,12) – Racism in the Labor Market
Monday: Lecture on race and class in the labor market. 
Wednesday: Discussion of Chin’s book.

Friday: Discussion of the intersection of race and class, and race and class politics.
Reading: Margaret Chin’s book

Assignment: commentary on discussion board: do we live in a meritocracy? 
Or book review. 

Group policy memo due on November 15. 
Part III: Racialized Identity, Culture, and Subjectivity

Week 11 (11/15,17,19) Racialization and Subjectivity
Monday: Lecture on racialization and subjectivity. 

Wednesday: Discussion of Du Bois’ essay and Itzigsohn and Brown’ chapter.
Friday: Discussion of Anzaldua, “La Conciencia de la Mestiza”

Du Bois, W. E. B. “Of Our Spiritual Strivings.” http://way.net/SoulsOfBlackFolk/SoulsOfBlackFolk.html 
Itzigsohn and Brown, The Sociology of W. E. B. Du Bois, ch. 1 (“Double Consciousness: The Phenomenology of Racialized Subjectivity.”).
Anzaldua, Gloria, “La Conciencia de la Mestiza”

Assignment: Discussion board commentary: how does your experience relate to the readings?
Week 12 (11/22) – Public sociology
Monday: Class discussion on public sociology and activism 

Reading: Itzigsohn and Brown, ch. 4 ("Public Sociology and Du Bois's Evolving Program for Freedom”)
Week 13 (11/29, 12/1,3) – – Identity and Emancipation

Monday: Lecture on identity and emancipation
Wednesday: Discussion of Coulthard ch. 

Readings:

Coulthard, Glenn Sean, ch. 5 “The Plunge into the Chasm of the Past” in Red Skin White Masks
Fanon, Franz, “The Fact of Blackness,” Chapter 5 in Black Skin, White Mask
Assignment: discussion of Coulthard’s reading.

Week 14: (12/6) – Decolonizing sociology
Monday: Lecture and discussion on decolonizing sociology. 
Readings: Itzigsohn and Brown ch. 5 (“Manifesto for a Du Boisian Sociology) 
Assignment: second long essay on culture, identity, and emancipation due on 12/8. 
